The NIH Planning Grant Program (R34) serves as a valuable resource for the initial development of a clinical trial or research project. Here are the key points regarding R34 grants:
1. Purpose:
· The R34 grant supports the following aspects: 
· Establishment of the Research Team: Building the team of investigators and collaborators.
· Development of Data Management Tools: Creating tools for data management and research oversight.
· Trial Design or Experimental Research Designs: Formulating the trial design or experimental research approaches.
· Finalization of the Protocol: Refining the study protocol.
· Pilot Studies or Feasibility Data Collection: Collecting preliminary data to inform subsequent research projects.
· Note that when used as a planning grant for clinical trials, it is not designed for collecting preliminary data or conducting pilot studies to support the rationale for a clinical trial.
2. Characteristics:
· Renewal Applications Not Allowed: R34 grants cannot be renewed.
· Project Period: Limited to 3 years.
· Direct Costs: Limited to $225,000 per year and $450,000 over the 3-year project period.
· Modular Budgets: Required, except for applications from foreign institutions.
· Outcomes: The funding opportunity should define the outcomes to be achieved by the end of the project period.
3. Clinical Trials Focus:
· For clinical trials, the planning grant aims to: 
· Enable early peer review of the rationale and concept for the proposed clinical trial.
· Support the development of essential elements required for the clinical trial.
· Lead to an application for full-scale trial support based on elements developed during the planning period.
4. Due Dates:
· Standard receipt dates are February 16, June 16, and October 16.
· For AIDS and AIDS-related grant applications, due dates are May 7, September 7, and January 7.
· 
For more details, refer to the NIH Planning Grant Program (R34) page. Planning grants play a crucial role in laying the groundwork for successful research endeavors! 🌟🔬💡

