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Linux, properly known as GNU/Linux, is a Unix-type operating system distributed freely under the GNU General Public License. The operating system includes true multitasking, virtual memory, shared libraries, demand loading, proper memory management, TCP/IP networking, and other features consistent with Unix-type systems. Linux is gaining popularity with a world-wide annual growth rate of 57%. Currently, an 2.5% of desktops are estimated to be running Linux; 31% of servers. Many of these users are among the research community. Solutions are available enabling Linux users to connect to and use NSF FastLane, NIH Commons, Edison, and other systems important to researchers. Software exists permitting the exchange of files with other operating systems and the development of proposals in formats expected to be used for electronic submission and other aspects of electronic research administration. The successes and problems discussed should provide a sound basis for building a strategy for providing research administration support to researchers using Linux.

