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The mission of the Children’s Research Institute (CRI) is to enrich and continue to nurture medical research programs that will lead to improved understanding, treatment and prevention of the diseases of infancy, childhood, and adolescence.

I. POLICY
It is the intention of this policy to provide a mechanism for established investigators to apply for interim funding while awaiting decisions on renewal of external grant applications.

II. PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide coverage for faculty members who have obtained peer-reviewed external funding in the past when there is a time lag between the current funding and the follow-on funding.  Prior to submission of the bridge funding application, the investigator shall have submitted a request for external funding.

III. IMPLEMENTATION
a. Eligibility – To be eligible for bridge funding, an investigator must have a competitive renewal (Type 2) application under active review by the federal  funding agency.  Under exceptional circumstances, other eligibility for bridge funding may be considered on an individual basis.

b. Application – The application will be available via the CRI home page and will be submitted electronically to the CRI Scientific Director.

c. Summary Statements – The investigator will include summary statements of the project, both current and previous if applicable.

d. Justification – The investigator will include a letter justifying the request, including the strategy for obtaining external funding.

e. Budget – A copy of the budget pages from the current external application will be included as part of the application.

f. Letter of Support – The investigator’s Center Director will write a letter of support stating why this bridge funding should be granted.

g. Mentor Statement – When the investigator is a junior faculty member, the application will include a letter of support from his/her mentor.

h. Responses to Issues – The investigator will include all responses made to reviewers, external and internal.

IV. LIMITATIONS
a. Applicants may request bridge funding in an amount equal to 2/3rds of the annual direct costs provided for the final budget period of the external grant award or $250,000, whichever amount is less.  In instances where the final budget period was less than 12 months, the amount awarded for direct costs for the final budget period should be annualized.

b. Bridge funding awards are not renewable, and may not be for a period in excess of (12) months.

c. Bridge funds may not be requested to support research activities funded by contracts.

d. Where the Type 2 application under active review is a Program Project Grant (PPG) or one, which contains significant Consortial/Contractual costs, the bridge funding may not be used to support research activities occurring at other institutions. 

e. With the exception that bridge funding will not be used to support  the cost travel by investigators, the purchase of capital equipment (Cost > $5,000), or costs identified in c. above, bridge funding may be used to support all direct cost categories requested in the competitive renewal application under active review.

V. REVIEWS
Bridge funding applications will be reviewed by an ad hoc committee, composed of the CRI Center Directors, and such other representation as deemed appropriate by the Chief Academic Officer.  The committee will be chaired by the  CRI Scientific Director.

Normally, the committee will complete its review within twenty-five (25) days of receipt of a bridge funding application.  The committee’s recommendations regarding funding, and the level of funding, will be forwarded to the CAO.

The Principal Investigator will receive notification from the CAO of the funding decision.

VI. RESPONSIBILITIES OF REVIEWERS
a. CHAIR – The chair will set the time and place of the meeting where applications will be discussed.

b. ADMINISTRATOR – An administrative staff member will attend the meeting, prepare the minutes and assemble the package to be submitted to the CAO.

c. COMMITTEE MEMBERS – Each committee member will prepare written comments, in the manner of an NIH Study Section, of their review to include:

1. Summary

2. Critique – strengths and weaknesses of the application

3. Budget comments

4. Recommendation regarding funding.

VII. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR
a. In the event the Type 2 application under active review is funded, any awarded bridge funds, which are unexpended or unobligated as of the effective date of the Type 2 grant award, will be returned to CRI.

b. A progress report will be submitted thirty (30) days after:

1. The end of the funding cycle, or

2. When external funding is received.
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