
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ

POLICY ON UNIVERSITY-INDUSTRY COOPERATIVE USE 


OF UNIVERSITY RESEARCH EQUIPMENT
In all three of its mission areas - education, research and public service - State University wishes to cooperate with industry for the mutual attainment of a common goal, the enhancement of the well-being of people of the State.

To this end the University is continuing to seek research grants and contracts from industrial concerns and has an active program for the licensing of inventions.  Such formal agreements are the primary vehicle for industry-university cooperation.

The University desires to provide additional opportunities for cooperative relationships through less formal arrangements.  University-industry cooperative use of university equipment is one such arrangement.  Therefore, this policy, implemented in accordance with the following specific guidelines, authorizes cooperative use of University research equipment.

1.
Any use of equipment purchased with funds supplied by Federal or State government, or private enterprise, will remain subject to appropriate restrictions imposed by federal and State law, the provisions of sponsored program contracts or the terms of University financing agreements.

2.
Priority on use of equipment shall be for the University's primary academic mission and activities of the campus.

3.
Proposals for cooperative use of equipment may allow for services to be provided by faculty, students or technical staff to take advantage of their expertise and/or to develop their knowledge and professional skills.  Students working towards a degree should be made aware of restrictions inherent in working with proprietary information.

4.
Use of equipment must be defined in scope (by dollar amount, time, or other quantitative measure).

5.
The Agreement for Cooperative Use of Research Equipment will be executed by the Research Foundation of State University of New York on behalf of SUNY New Paltz.

6.
University facilities, equipment and/or services will not be provided to non-University organizations or individuals in a manner that directly competes with private companies that provide equivalent facilities, equipment and/or services on a commercial basis.

7.
Full costs, both direct and indirect must be recovered, including special costs relating directly to security measures which are instituted to prevent theft or destruction of proprietary information, equipment and other property of the Equipment User.  Insurance and indemnification protection for University and Research Foundation shall be provided by the equipment user.  The University and Research Foundation must be indemnified from any liability arising out of the use of equipment under this policy.  The rate structure for the use of equipment will be developed by the dean of the unit to which the equipment belongs and will be reviewed by the Incubator Review Committee and approved by the Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs.

8.
All arrangements must be consistent with State University of New York Board of Trustees' Policies.  Ownership of all patentable inventions or discoveries, which are brought to University research facilities under such cooperative arrangements by non-university organizations or individuals for further development or testing, will remain with such non-university organization or individual.  Consistent with Trustees' Policies, patent and licensing rights may also be subject to provisions of formal agreements with industrial sponsors of University research programs.

9.
The "Application for Use of Research Equipment" must be submitted to the Incubator Review Committee.  This Committee will review the application to ensure that necessary priority is given to University research and educational programs and to ensure compliance with relevant policies, including the University's patent policy and policy on disclosure of research activities. The Committee will recommend a course of action to the Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs who will approve or disapprove the application.
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